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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 03124 250502Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 H-02 INR-10 10-14 L-03 
NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-Ol PA-02 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 TRSE-00 DODE-OO NSC-05 ACDA-12 NRC-07 
NASA-02 DOE-11 SOE-02 OES-07 /130W 

034841 251543Z/20 

R 241727Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3545 
INFO USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

UNCLAS LONDON 03124 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PARM, UK 

SUBJECT: OWEN'S COMMENTS ON ERW 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN MADE 
FOLLOWING COMMENT ON ERW IN HOUSE OF COMMONS ON 
FEBRUARY 28: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

MR. LUCE: I ATTACH THE GREATEST POSSIBLE IMPORTANCE TO 
THE PROPOSED SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 03124 250502Z 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON DISARMAMENT, BUT IS IT NOT SELF- 
EVIDENT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE THAT ONE MAJOR THREAT 
TO PEACE IS THE LACK OF MILITARY BALANCE BETWEEN EAST 
AND WEST, AND THAT THE SOVIET CRITICISM OF THE PROPOSED 
DEPLOYMENT OF THE ESSENTIALLY DEFENSIVE NEUTRON BOMB IN 
EUROPE IS A SMOKESCREEN TO HIDE THE FACT THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION IS DEVELOPING A WIDE RANGE OF DEVASTATINGLY 
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DANGEROUS AGGRESSIVE WEAPONS, SUCH AS THE SS 20? WILL 
THE RIGHT HON. GENTLEMAN BEAR THESE FACTORS IN MIND? 

DR. OWEN: CERTAINLY THE SOVIET UNION'S PROTESTS 
ABOUT THE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPON WOULD CARRY A GREAT 
DEAL MORE CONVICTION IF THEY WERE NOT ACCOMPANIED BY A 
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE OF THEIR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 
DEVOTED TO DEFENCE AND THE INTRODUCTION OF A WHOLE RANGE 
OF NEW WEAPONS. 

END QUOTE. 

BREWSTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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